
Building 8: The Climate Control House 
   77 Wallace Street    Neville & Joy Riseborough 
Guided tours: 11 – 11.30 am  &  1 – 1.30pm 
    
 

 
 

We have always been conscious of being environmentally friendly & so when planning 
our new home we saw it as a chance to once again put our ideas into practice. There 
are quite a few features in the house that are not really seen. It was also a difficult 
block to site a house as it is a lot narrower at one end and the long front faces west. 
 
 Insulation had to be the highest rating 
 Double glazing was fitted to most of the windows 
 Hot air extractors were mounted in the roof on all 3 sides of the house 
 All windows facing west are very narrow to cut down the heat of afternoon 

summer sun. the façade at the front also shades those windows during the 
afternoon 

 Cross-flow ventilation, both north/south and east/west was important 
 The north facing courtyard captures the winter sun into our living areas & 2 of 

the bedrooms 
 Tiled floors also help warm the house in winter when the sun is on them and are 

cool during the summer months 
 Eaves around the house are 60cm wide which is wider than normal 
 In the garden we installed underground lawn soakers for front lawn to reduce 

evaporation. A lot of stones were also laid to replace lawn areas 
 Other things more noticeable are 2 x 20,000 litre water tanks to service all the 

house needs and a 4,000 litre tank for the vegetable garden. The water 
catchment area is, for house water approximately 400 m2 and vegetable garden 
tank catchment is off workshop roof of 75 m2. Therefore when we get 1mm rain 
we catch 475 litres and have found it very adequate for our needs 

 Solar panels were recently installed 
 


