
Building 2: The Old Bank of NSW conversion to Sweet Briar B & B 
   130 Cowabbie Street  André & Keryl DeHaan 
Guided tours:  11am – 12 noon  &  1.30 – 2pm 
 
The original weatherboard bank & residence was built in 1887, with the Bank of NSW 
opening in November, 1887.   A further 2 rooms & washroom were added to the 
residence in 1892.  A Premises Register in 1892 described the building as a “Wooden 
Building, One Storey, Bank, Manager’s Office, Strong Room, 6 private rooms & 
Kitchen”.  In 1908 the front of the old timber premises was demolished & a new brick 
front added, consisting of banking chambers & Manager’s room. 
Further alterations & repairs were carried out in 1917, 1937, 1947 & 1976. 
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In 2002 the building was bought by John & Maryanne Haslam who put considerable 
time & effort into converting it to a Bed & Breakfast, with the addition of 2 self-
contained cottages, garage & a 4-bedroom extension at the back.  A small restaurant 
called ‘Josh and Me’ was also run in the main dining room. 
 
In Jan 2008 the current owners stumbled upon this hidden treasure by accident while 
visiting some friends in town. We fell in love with it and tried very hard to purchase it 
at that time, but were unable to do so. Subsequently it was sold to Neville and Helen 
Male and they renamed it “Sweet Briar” and continued to run it as a bed and 
breakfast for the next 3 years.  
On doing a random internet search in December 2010 we discovered it was for sale 
again. We decided it was worth trying again and we were eventually successful in 
securing the sale. We have now been here for about 16 months and have slowly been 
adding our own touches to the rooms and have engaged a landscape architect to 
redesign the gardens and layout.  
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


